GLEN  PARK  NEWS 


G.P.A.      P.  0.  Box  31292    S.F.  94131 


SEPTEMBER  -  OCTOBER  ,  1986 


Canyon  Friends 
Band  Together 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park  exists!  On 
June  24,  led  by  Dawn  Murayama,  GPA  Recrea- 
tion and  Parks  Chair,  the  group  gathered 
for  its  inaugural  meeting.  Approximately 
50  people  from  Glen  Park,  Miraioma,  Diamond 
Heights  and  Sunnyside  areas  attended,  con- 
tributing to  an  open  forum  to  discuss  con- 
cerns.    On  hand  to  answer  questions  were 
representatives  from  City  agencies  charged 
with  stewardship,  as  well  as  principal 
user  groups. 

Two  issues  captured  the  group's  major 
attention:  controlled  burns  and  the  ropes 
course.     Chief  Dan  Kiley  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment explained  how  and  why  the  burns  are 
conducted.     They  are  in  response  to  re- 
quests from  public  and  private  groups  and 
exist  to  control  grass  and  brush  that  could 
fuel  a  fire  with  disastrous  consequences 
to  adjacent  homes  and  city  structures. 
The  group's  concensus  was  there  had  to  be 
a  better  way  to  control  potential  fires. 
Chief  Kiley  expressed  a  willingness  to 
consider  other  options  and  give  advice, 
while  Katie  Flynn  is  researching  alterna- 
tives to  burns. 

At  the  second  meeting  on  July  22nd,  rep- 
resentatives from  the  Police  Community  Ser- 
vices office,  which  runs  the  ropes  course, 
provided  a  history  of  confidence  courses  in 
general  and  Glen  Canyon's  in  particular. 

continued  on  page  5 
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Neighborhood 
Crime  Stats 

Summer  Crime  Statistics  for  Glen  Park  were 
as  follows: 


June 

July 

Augu 

Homicide 

0 

0  ' 

0 

Rape 

1# 

0 

0 

Robbery 

2 

1 

0 

Assault 

3 

3 

0 

Burglary 

2 

1 

1 

Theft 

3 

7 

1 

Auto 

5 

4 

2 

Other+ 

18 

15 

4 

^Through  Aug 

ust  22 

#The  alleged 

rapist  was 

caught 

and  is 

awaiting  trial. 

+Includes  everything  from  graffiti  to 
drunk  driving  to  narcotics  sales.  Current- 
ly, no  further  breakdown  is  available. 

Each  issue  of  the  news  will  have  updated 
statistics.     If  you  would  like  specific  in- 
formation about  them,  please  contact  Mar- 
cia  DeHart  at  586-1735. 


This  issue  of  the  Glen  Park  News  has 
been  underwritten  with  the  help  of  the 
following  Glen  Park  residents: 

Bob  and  Lenda  Barth  Tony  Troy 

Katharine  A.  Russell  Helene  Manheim 

Linnea  Sweet  Joyce  P.  Bynum 


GPA  BOARD  ROSTER 


Have  We  Lost  You? 


President:  Bruce  Bonacker  (h) 334-5463 

(w)567-8824 

Vice  Pres:  Tiffany  Farr  587-2649 

Correspondending  Sec'y  —  vacant  position 
Recording  Secretary  —  vacant  position 
Membership  Sec'y:   Sherri  Mathews ...  333-8026 

Treasurer:  Nelson  Combs  334-5059 

Committee  Chairs 
Coalition  of  San  Francisco 

Neighborhoods:  Ruth  Gravanis ....  585-5304 
Zoning/Planning:  Bruce  Bonacker ....  334-5463 
Neighborhood  Improvement  —  vacant  position 

Publication:  Carol  Schatzberg  239-4553 

Recreation  &  Parks: 

Dawn  Murayama  333-9053 

Scouting  (BSA)  :  Leo  Olson  333-7666 

Traffic  &  Parking:  Katie  Flynn  586-0330 

Transportation  &  Utilities 

—  vacant  position 

Citizen  Safety:  Marcia  DeHart  586-1735 

Programs:  Maya  Dhillon  586-8493 

Fundraising:  Arlene  Dumas  &  Frank 

Muckerman  333-1665 

Health  &  Education:  Paula  Speidel .. 585-5661 


GPA  MEETING  DATES 

Several  issues  affecting  Glen  Park  resi- 
dents will  be  addressed  at  the  October  14th 
meeting.     Recreation  and  Parks  Department 
will  reveal  the  designs  for  a  new  children's 
play  area,  and  solicit  comments  from  parents 

Also  on  hand  will  be  a  spokesperson  from 
the  Fire  Department  to  talk  about  Measure  A 
bonds  and  earthquake  preparedness. 

The  meeting  starts  promptly  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  the  Recreation  Center  auditorium. 

UPCOMING  GPA  MEETING  DATES: 

October, 1986  -  Tuesday,  the  14th 
November,  1986  -  Tuesday,  the18th 
December,  1986  -  No  Meeting 


If  you're  a  dues-paying  member  of  GPA 
(and  if  you're  not,  you  should  be),  but 
have  not  received  your  free  complimentary, 
mailed  copy  of  the  News  —  don't  be  shy! 
Let  us  know!     We  apologize  for  the  break- 
down in  what  is  usually  a  crack,  disciplined 
outfit,  but  now  and  again  we  do  mess  up. 

The  News  genuinely  appreciates  the  help 
and  support,  both  in  labor  and  financial 
terms,  the  community  so  willingly  provides, 
and  would  never  want  to  do  anything  to  alien- 
ate a  single  Glen  Park  resident. 

So  mea  culpa,  and  PLEASE  call  Carol 
Schatzberg  if  your  neighbors  are  talking 
about  what  they  read  in  the  News ,  but  you 
are  News-less.     Carol's  number  is  239-4553. 


Highrise  Limits 
Endorsed  by  GPA 

The  San  Francisco  Campaign  for  Account- 
able Planning  (SFCAP)   is  a  coalition  of 
neighborhood,  environmental  and  political 
groups  sponsoring  an  initiative  on  the  No- 
venber  ballot  that  will  limit  highrise 
office  development  in  the  city  and  take 
planning  out  of  the  hands  of  developers  and 
politicians.     The  GPA  is  one  of  17  neigh- 
borhood associations  in  the  city  endors- 
ing this  initiative. 


PEANUTS 


The  Best  Damn  Answering  Service 


in 


the 


\A/of 


Id- 


587-6700 


January,  1987  -  Tuesday,  the  13th 
February,  1987  -  Tuesday,  the  10th 
*  GPA  General  Annual  Meeting  * 


COMMUNICATION  is  the  basis  of  civiliza- 
tion.    Help  underwrite  the  Glen  Park 
News.     Send  contributions  to  GPA,  P.  0. 
Box  31292,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131. 
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Street  Repair 

Ups  and  Downs 

At  last!    The  crossroads  of  Glen 
Park  are  actually  going  to  be 
paved!     Diamond  Street  between 
Bosworth  and  Sussex  Streets  and 
Chenery  between  Diamond  and 
Randall  Streets  are  on  the  Octo- 
ber paving  schedule  of  the  DPW. 

Unfortunately,  another  long  a- 
waited  DPW  action  will  continue 
to  be  long  awaited.    The  GPA 
request  that  the  sidewalk  that 
runs  along  the  Ray  Oil  Burner 
Company  on  the  East  side  of  San 
Jose  Ave.  be  transformed  into 
a  deceleration  lane  is,  alas, 
tied  up  with  the  MUNI-J-line 
extension  program.    All  work  in 
the  area  around  Randall  Street 
and  San  Jose  Avenue  is  on  hold 
until  the  J-line  extension 
program  plans  are  finalized. 
Since  this  program  has  been  in 
the  works  since  the  late  '70s, 
it  may  be  the  late  '90s  until 
we  see  the  deceleration  lane! 


The  new  DPW  program  for  street 
repairs  does  work!     The  DPW 
Pavement  Management  System  has, 
through  a  "field  study11,  recog- 
nized that  Glen  Park  has  some 
concrete  streets  in  very  bad 
condition.     Reconstruction  of 
Miguel  Street  has  already  started 
and  Diamond  Street  has  been 
scheduled  for  rebuilding.  In 
comparison  to  the  relative  ease 
and  lower  cost  of  repaving  as- 
phalt streets,  concrete  street 
reconstruction  is  both  extremely 
expensive  and  often  difficult 
as  a  process. 

First,  the  existing  surface  must 
be  removed.  Next,  the  manner  of 
rebuilding  is  determined  by  what 
is  discovered  beneath  the  previous 


surface.     For  example,  drain  rocks 
may  be  needed  to  combat  underground 
stream  erosion;  regrading  may  be 
necessary  before  the  actual  re- 
surfacing can  take  place.  These 
difficulties  may  explain  why  the 
DPW  is  reluctant  to  tackle 
concrete  street  reconstruction. 

Project  SAFE  for  Kids 

Every  parent  does  his/her  best  to  teach 
children  safety  habits.     Reinforcement  and 
repetition  from  other  sources,  though,  helps 
parents  get  the  message  across. 

Two  in-school  programs  exist  to  assist 
parents  in  teaching  safety  habits.  The 
first  is  put  on  by  the  Police  Department 
and  covers  topics  like  street  crossing,  home 
safety  and  crime  avoidance.     The  second  is 
offered  by  Project  SAFE,  the  neighborhood 
watch  people.     This  class  stresses  personal 
safety  and  includes  a  unit  on  how  children 
can  protect  themselves  from  offensive  touch- 
ing and  other  forms  of  abuse. 

The  reports  on  both  programs  are  excel- 
lent.    They  are  tailored  to  the  audience  and 
are  age-appropriate.     Tests  show  children 
absorb  the  material  and  use  it.  Documented 
cases  of  children  saving  lives,  preventing 
injury  and  avoiding  abuse  abound.     Just  as 
important,  both  programs  empower  children, 
helping  to  build  their  self  esteem  and 
confidence. 

But  neither  program  is  automatic.     If  you 
are  interested,  your  child's  school  must  re- 
quest them.     As  the  principal  to  contact  Pro- 
ject SAFE  at  673-7233,  or  the  Ingleside  Sta- 
tion Community  Relations  Officer,  Mark 
MacAuly  at  553-1603. 


"FOR  OUR  COMMUNITY 
IN  OUR  COMMUNITY" 


The  name 
friends  recommend. 


30  Monterey  Blvd.,  SF  94131 


239-6300 
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GLEN  PARK  NEWS  HOME  DELIVERY 

Would  you  like  to  have  the  Glen  Park  News  mailed  directly  to  your  home  and  in 
the  process,  assist  your  neighborhood  association  in  its  efforts  to  improve 
Glen  Park?     If  so,  you  can  easily  become  a  Glen  Park  Association  member  by 
filling  out  the  application  below  and  sending  it  and  your  membership  dues  to 
the  address  below.     We  thank  you  for  your  help. 


GLEN  PARK  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 
The  Glen  Park  Association  is  a  neighborhood-serving  organization  entirely 
dependent  on  the  participation  of  volunteers  and  the  contributions  of 
supporters.     Minimum  dues  are  $5.00  per  person,  with  larger  contributions 
welcome . 

Mail  your  application  and  check  to:     Glen  Park  Association 

P  0  Box  31292 
San  Francisco,     CA  94131 

NAME  

ADDRE S  S  

PHON  E  

RENEWAL  OF  MEMBERSHIP  NEW  MEMBERSHIP 


What  areas  of  interest,  and,  or  concern  do  you  have  about  Glen  Park? 


Would  you  be  interested  in  serving  on  a  committee  in  the  Glen  Park 
Association? 


Which 


committee? 


Parent  Education 

Miraloraa  Cooperative  Nursery  School, 
a  non-profit  pre-school,  supported 
in  part  by  the  Community  College 
Adult  Education  Division,  offers 
ongoing  parent  education  classes 
every  Tuesday  night  throughout  the 
school  year.     Classes  are  held  from 
7-9  PM  at  the  school  which  is  lo- 
cated at  443  Foerster  St.,  at  the 
corner  of  Joost  Street,  one  block 
north  of  Monterey  Blvd.     Classes  are 
free  and  open  to  all  interested 
adults. 


Spaghetti  &  Bingo  Nite 

The  Miraloma  Coop  is  also  hosting 
the  above  Spaghetti  and  Bingo  Night. 
The  event  will  be  held  on  Friday, 
Sept.  26th  at  the  Wawona  Clubhouse 
on  Wawona  between  19th  and  20th  Ave. 
The  "All  you  can  eat"  dinner  is 
from  5:30  -  3:00  PM  and  Bingo  until 
11:00  PM.    Advance  tickets: 
children  -  $2.50 
adults      -  5.00 
Tickets  at  the  door: 

children  -  $3.00 
adults      -  6.00 
For  tickets  and  further  information 
please  call:  5^5-67^9. 


NfLEIP  50ML  GARJXN 
MULP? 


Don't  Wait  for  the  Elves  to  show  up 
»>  Planting/  Weeding/ Maintainance  ■ 


81^-7^8 


Canyon  Friends  continued  from  page  1 

Through  discussion,   it  became  apparent  that 
the  initiation  of  the  ropes  course  spurred 
a  long-overdue  evaluation  of  tree  conditions 
in  the  immediate  area.     Many  trees  and  large 
branches  were  insect-infested,  diseased, 
and  posed  a  hazard  in  the  face  of  increased 
activity  the  ropes  course  would  generate. 
Trees  and  limbs  that  were  hazardous  were 
removed.     In  essence,  the  ropes  course 
brought  about  deferred  park  maintenance. 

Members  of  the  Friends  are  now  working 
individually  to  gather  information  about 
specific  areas  of  interest,   then  reporting 
back  to  the  group.     These  include  restora- 
tion of  Islais  Creek,  restoration  of  natur- 
al plant  communities  and  animal  habitats, 
obtaining  funding  for  a  natural  resources 
inventory  and  master  plan,  alternatives  to 
controlled  burns,  mapping  the  canyon,  and 
traffic  control.     One  major  issue  facing 
the  group  is  whether  to  incorporate  as  a 
separate  non-profit  corporation,  or  to  op- 
erate as  a  division  of  the  Friends  of  San 
Francisco  Recreation  and  Parks,  or  the  Glen 
Park  Association.     To  assist  the  group  in 
dealing  with  city  bureaucracy  and  to  help 
obtain  funds,  Tom  Chiasso  of  Recreation  and 
Parks'   Special  Projects  Department,  will  be 
attending  meetings  regularly. 

The  Friends  will  continue  to  meet  at 
7:45  p.m.   on  the  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month 
in  the  Rec  Center  Auditorium.     Perhaps  best 
of  all,  they  continue  to  sponsor  monthly 
walks  in  the  canyon  with  experts  on  hand  to 
identify  significant  vegetation,  wildlife 
and  ecological  communities.     To  find  out 
more  about  what  the  Friends  are  doing  —  and 
better  yet,   to  get  involved  yourself  in  this 
interesting,  worthwhile  endeavor  —  contact 
Dawn  Murayama  at  333-9053. 


Iff  |  _  J 

RENNER  REALTORS®  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

4951  Mission  Street 
P.O.  Box  12038 

San  Francisco,  California  94112 
Business  (415)  587-4212 
Residence  (415)  586-8493 

MAYA  KAUR  DHILLON 

Sales  Associate 

Each  Office  is  Independently  Owned  and  Operated 
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Catch  22  for 

Abandoned  Autos         Graffiti  Battle  Continues 


City  Hall  finally  got  the  message:  our 
neighborhoods  are  being  littered  with  the 
rusting  hulks  of  junked  autos.     Police  esti- 
mate between  150-200  cars  are  abandoned  on 
city  streets  every  week. 

Until  a  few  days  ago,  only  55  cars  a  week 
could  be  towed  due  to  space  limitations  at 
the  city's  designated  tow  contractor's  lot. 
Because  so  few  cars  can  be  removed,  police 
adopted  an  informal  'triage'  system,  taking 
only  those  that  presented  a  hazard.  Even 
so,  more  wrecks  appeared  than  they  could 
keep  up  with.     Now  the  City  has  found  a 
vacant  lot  where  they  can  dump  the  hulks. 
At  current  tow  rates,  it  will  be  filled  in 
about  6-8  weeks. 

The  problem  is  one  of  economics.  Gener- 
ally, a  private  scrap  dealer  must  allow  at 
least  60  days  for  title  on  the  wreck  to  be 
cleared.     The  destruction  of  the  car  yields 
about  $60.     Yet  it  costs  the  lot  far  more 
than  $l/day  to  store  the  heap,  what  with 
land  taxes,  compensation  for  employees  and 
other  expenses.     Given  all  this,  it's  little 
wonder  that  few  bids  come  in  for  the  'pri- 
vilege' of  towing  abandoned  cars. 

If  you  are  not  happy  about  this  situa- 
tion, you  should  contact  the  mayor,  the 
city  purchaser  and  the  supervisors  to  re- 
quest that  penalties  for  abandoning  a  car 
be  increased  and  the  economic  incentives 
for  tow  operators  be  provided. 


With  school  starting,  the  relatively  low 
incidence  of  graffiti  will  probably  rise. 
Peer  pressure  is  tremendous,  and  one  way 
young  people  can  gain  acceptance  is  to  'tag' 
as  many  places  as  possible.     With  spray  paint 
and  large  markers  unavailable,  kids  are  turn- 
ing to  shoe  polish  as  the  medium-of-choice 
for  graffiti. 

Recently,  several  hundred  junior  high  and 
high-school  age  youngsters  were  polled  about 
their  attitudes  on  graffiti.     A  large  major- 
ity felt  it  was  OK  to  tag  a  public  building 
or  a  place  of  business,  because  they  presume 
shopkeepers  and  the  city  are  wealthy  enough 
to  afford  the  cleanup.     About  50%  feel  it's 
'probably  wrong'  to  tag  a  private  home.  In 
other  words,  about  50%  feel  it's  acceptable 
to  deface  your  home. 

Over  150  arrests  for  graffiti  have  been 
made  in  the  Ingleside  Police  District  alone. 
Usually,  the  kids  are  caught  tagging  within 
four  blocks  of  their  homes.     The  graffiti 
you  discover  on  your  home,  fence  or  place  of 
business  was  probably  put  there  by  one  of 
your  neighbors'  children. 

If  you  have  not  already  done  so,  we  ask 
that  you  please  take  a  few  minutes  to  ex- 
plain to  your  young  people  that  what  they 
regard  as  innocuous  behavior  actually  costs 
them  personally,  as  well  as  their  families 
and  society  as  a  whole. 


Continental  Savings  of  America 

Glen  Park  Office 

2895  Diamond  Street  (at  Bosworth) 
San  Francisco  94131 

239-4500 

*  Money  Market  Accounts         *  VISA 

*  NOW  Accounts  *    Retirement  Accounts 

*  Insured  to  $100,000 
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